
Honors Physics 2016/17 

 

Instructor:  Mrs. Kelly T. McArthur 

 

Contact Info:  Room 485 

kellymcarthur@pickenscountyschools.org 

   Conference period – second block 

 

Text: Physics Principles and Problems . 2009, Glencoe, McGraw-Hill.  

 

Course Description:  

 “The Physics curriculum is designed to continue student investigations of the physical sciences that began in grades K-9 

and provide students the necessary skills to be proficient in physics. This curriculum includes more abstract concepts such 

as interactions of matter and energy, velocity, acceleration, force, energy, momentum, and charge. Students investigate 

physics concepts through experience in laboratories and field work using the processes of inquiry.”       –GA DOE   

 

The course will be divided into the following units as listed in the text: 

 Mechanics – 50%(~9 weeks) 

 States of Matter –5%(~1 week) 

 Waves and Light –15%(~3weeks) 

 Electricity and Magnetism –25% (~4weeks) 

 Modern Physics –5%(~1 week) 

 

Although a text is provided, it is only to be used as one resource for gathering information.  Other resources will include 

material presented through labs, lecture, presentations, video, and digital media. 

 

Grading Policy: 

 Per nine weeks 

Formative (Daily Grades) – 40% (class work, homework, quizzes, labs, participation, some daily grades may be 

given double weighting with notification)  

 Summative (Tests and major projects) – 60% 

Final exam – 20% (each nine weeks grade will count 40 %) 

 

Your grades and averages may be seen on infinite campus anytime, and I will provide detailed progress reports 

occasionally.  All Pickens High School and Pickens County Board of Education policies/protocols regarding grading will 

be followed including but not limited to final exemption policy and plagiarism.  

 
Note: PHS Plagiarism protocol- Students that have plagiarized any portion of their written work shall receive a grade of a 1.  For the 

first offense a student may rewrite the assignment for a grade no higher than a 70.  Each offense after the first, the student receives a 1 

with no rewrite. 

 

Materials Needed:  

 Ring binder with pockets and loose leaf paper or a designated section in a ring binder shared with other classes – 

all items that I give to you must stay organized, with you in class each day, and readily accessible. 

 Pencils (no pens) 

 Calculators, markers, colored pencils, glue sticks, scissors, poster board, etc. are provided at school but will be 

needed for use at home 

Makeup Work Policy: 

Students are allowed to make up missed assignments according to board policy.  Missed work should be made up ASAP 

(within 1 week of absence).  It is your responsibility to check with the teacher about missed assignments.  Some makeup 

work may be of a different nature from the original work.    Arrangements should be made to complete make-up work 

such as videos, tests and labs before school or preferably after school.  Makeup work will be graded before progress 

reports are distributed and before end of the nine weeks grade reporting period.   
 

 

 



Class Expectations/Procedures: 

 

Be Respectful, Be Responsible, Be Safe, Be A Dragon!  

 

1. We will abide by all Pickens High School and Board of Education rules. 

 

2. Students are expected to act in a mature manner at all times, be respectful, helpful and supportive of one another 

and in no way disruptive. 

 

 

3. You are expected to give your full attention to class; you are not allowed to read a book or do work for other 

classes in this class without permission.  Cell phones and other electronic devices are not allowed in my class and 

should not be visible unless permission is given by the teacher for a specific need.  Visible devices will be taken 

up and cell phone violation guidelines in the PHS handbook will be implemented.   

 

4. You are expected to be in your seat, prepared with all necessary materials out and ready to start class before the 

tardy bell rings.  I do enforce the tardy bell. 

 

 

5. Do not put away your books until the end class or until I give permission to do so.  Remain in your seat until the 

bell rings.  Do not wander around the room or stray from your lab group.   

 

6. I expect you to raise your hand when appropriate if you have a comment or question, and do not interrupt others.   

 

 

7. You should not need to leave the room for any reason during class.  However, you will be allowed to leave the 

class if absolutely necessary but not in excess (more than 3 times per nine weeks).  As per administration, students 

are not allowed to leave the room during the first or last 15 minutes of class.  Do not interrupt me during lecture 

or during a video; if you need to use a pass, wait for an appropriate time.  

 

8. During announcements, if the phone rings, (do not answer my phone) or someone comes to the door, you are 

expected to remain seated and quiet.  

 

 

9. Food such as small non sticky snacks (m & m’s) that do not develop crumbs are allowed in class as well as non 

sugared drinks (not during lab time) but must remain sealed and may not be passed around the room to others.  I 

reserved the right to implement a no food- no drink policy at any time! 

 

10. Keep your area clean and neat.  Throw away any trash as you exit the room. 

 

Discipline Procedures: 

Any student who fails to adhere to class expectations will be asked to stay after class.  Consequences will range from a 

warning/conference, to detention, to parent contact, to an administrator referral, or other measures depending on the 

severity of the infraction. 

 

 

Please feel free to see me after or before class if you have concerns.  If you need extra help, come to me and we will 

schedule a time for help. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Honors Physics 

 

SIGN BELOW ONCE THE ENTIRE SYLLABUS, POLICIES, AND SAFETY CONTRACT HAVE BEEN 

REVIEWED AND RETURN ASAP.  KEEP THE SYLLABUS AND POLICIES AS WELL AS THE FLINN 

SCIENTIFIC’S SAFETY CONTRACT IN YOUR NOTEBOOK. 

 

 

 

I have read and understand the Honors Physics syllabus and class expectations as well as the Flinn Scientific’s Student 

Safety contract. 

 

 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Student signature 

 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Parent signature 

 

 


